MBRIDGE 


Pater- 


2 in 
nce.) 


- 


* 


7 


Cr 


the 
(Price S 


. 


© 


9. 


” 


*. 


| O 
4 . 


.. 
— 


7 
< 
© 
< 


NIVERSITY 


James Bettenham at 
r-Row, 171 


for 
Moſte 


9 


NN 
n 
1 


EE e 


1 


LES 


* 
F 


* 


— * 


556 


3 
"I 
* » 


* 
1 

i 

« 77 

4 Lo p * do : "4 * ' 4 1 * : N : I — { 
* . * Us 1 


? «a 2 4 + KV ; 
2 * bd of 7 EF: * 4 : \ | * 4 
"Me. #4 A» a my 8 8 . x 8 * 
> 1285 a r ] 
; 13 EF , | 1 K | 
f | ue” Þ+ * N 1 N 
5 £4 1 1 . of * 4 | . 4 of 7 3 » 
PP 19 3 F $.-0 * v 4 $4. 8 
3% 5-4 N 7 wh 
x . 
5 * 4 2 2 n ö 
M o ee HER iy ont 1 F 1 X: ; ; 0 : ; 
7 745 HE: 4 ; EF 1 : 1 1 A 7 4 . & ' > e 5 * 4 - . 1 
n | pans s * N TH 
% \ * * 1 „ * 2 5 
* „ — WE. 
8 1 a 4 : J 
: © tr © &@ BISEL 1 1 7 1 x 8 l ; 2 2 # | { 3 | 
: b a F 
* 2 s 1 * - * 4 4 4 1 þ * Ld * , % * % * 
f i > 2 | of 
% 1 5 4 0 ; 1 1 i — 
4 8 N Lg 1 1 N : 2 1 2 2 L 4 " 
* 1 3 RFP FT: 1 1 "IE PO © 
* FE TY ws £4 £08 * 5 * 2 4 * T nne A; 10 9 — — 7 
* A * # » £ 7 i 4 4 * 3 4 BS = I P . 5 ; 
»# 
Of : "2h 
* e 1 7 Ws * * 4 Do 
Xx * 2 % * 4 4 k 1 \ F g 
- 0 f & T7 +} + # $$: 5 , 8 
— 5 4 1 4 - #4 e. 4 * 
7 4 
* 1 ? \ 
* 7 4 4 * * F 4 * * E% 8 1 5 
, 4 £4 3 5 , 1 


wy , 4-4 - r ; " p 4 5 4 vg * 4 | * 5 b 5 1 ; t > » a NS: p x | a 

1 wes] 1 . ridge, October 27. 1718 

i * 1 ED % - d 2 & « i f 3 Mc ' ; N N = 3 

15 * 1 : ; : # 4 » * 0 ALF 4 7.43 # . ? k 0... « Wo ' N ; 3 N 0 2 c : ® * 7 4 8 9 


7 % 
* i 5 A 0 - a 1 * * k 4 * 
4 7 " 8 2 4 # £ . n 
, „ 1 3 
4 : 7 x « 4 4% 4 , 2 ; 3 A 
: i A ; . 1 
1 2 1 0 1 7 n 


þ 
hy 
* 
: — 4 
c 
4 
{ 
pt 
* 
* 
„ ** 
* 
5 
_ = 
+ 
8 
On 
= 
* 
- 
* — 
: 
. 
* 


N anfiver to Your Lordſhips Requeſt, I fir down to give you ſomm 
account of Dr. Bentley's Caſe ; and the Expectation of his bringing 

our Vice-Chancellor, or the Univerſity, or both, to anſwer for 
their Proceedings, before the Higher Powers. Your Lordſhip ob- i 
erves, wich how miicl Scurditiny the Vice-Chancellor and Heads of the 4 
Univerfity, and every Member who.yoted againſt the Doctor, ate treats F 
ed by the Writer of the Letters in the publick Prints; yet your Lordſhip 
will be ſo far from expecting that I ſhould. return any ſuch Uſage to 
thy Doctor, or his Friends, that I know you have too great a ſenſe of 

eccncy and good Manners to forgive me, if I houd. 
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Ihe Univerſity of Cambridge (the Caſe is the ſame at Oxford) has 
been poſſeſt time out of mind of a Juriſdiction over its own Members, 
not only in Points of Diſcipline and Correction, but in perſonal Pleas; 
ſo that all Matters of Debt, and Contracts, and Bargains, Whatever 
between Scholar and Scholar, or between Scholar and any other Perfon, 
ariſing within the Limits of the Univerſities Juriſdiction, are determinable 
within the Chancellor's Court. This Court has been confirmed and eſtabliſh. 
ed by almoſt as many Charters, as we have had Kings in England ſince 
the Conqueſt ; but the laſt, and the fulleſt, was granted by Queen Eli- 
Sabeth, and was followed by an Act of Parliament, which confirmed 
and ratified the Queens Charter, and all OTHER Charters granted by 
her Royal Progenitors, Kings of Engiand, TOO 


This Privilege has been eyer highly valued among us; not only as 
ſuch, but as neceſſary to the very Being and Preſervation of the Uni- 
verſity: For do but conſider, My Lord, what a Caſe we ſhould be in, 
if a Tutor were liable to be called to the Courts aboye, and to run thro 
the Forms of Law, for eyery Debt contracted by his Pupils, or 'every 
Difference ariſing among the Scholars themſelves, or among the Scho- 
lars and People of the Town. The Reaſon of the Caſe is ſo ſtrong, 
that not only the Univerſities, but, as Lam informed, moſt Corporations 
in England, have a Right to hold Vicasin perſonal Contracts, Ge. with- 
in themſelves; and that there is not a Fair in the Kingdom, bur 
has a Court incident to it; to determine Matters ariſing in it upon the 
Spot, to prevent the. intolerable Burthen which otherwiſe won'd-lie up- 

on the Subject, if Perſons meeting together at a Fair, from diſtant 
Parts of the Kingdom, were to repair to the Courts in Weſiminſter- 
Hall, to have. their Market Bargaſns and Differences heard and deter- 
mined. I mention this to ſhew your Lordſhip that the Privilege grant- 
ed to the Univerſities of holding Courts within themſelves, is not a 
thing ſo peculiar to us, that it ought to be envied by our Fellow. Sub- 
jects, as if it exempted us from common Subjection to the Laws of our 
Countrey, but that it is a Privilege common to us and other corporate 

Bodies, and founded not in mere Partiality to the Univerſities, but up- 
on wiſe and ſolid Reaſons, and ſuch as have obtained the like Privilege 
for other Bodies throughout the Kingdom. „ 
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Facforibus imponeuars, eiſdem watefattoribus iuſtigendic. And in the 
ſame Statute. it follows; 


the preſent Affair: Dr. Bentley 


true, that the Doctor wou'd no 


and Heads twelve Months ago, that if they pretended: to contradict him 
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tisfacere noluerit cum 


; 0k Canis Cancellarii quogue prohibitionem col. 


SECUNDUM MODUM. UNIVERSITATIS fler int convicti, 


luftantes i alias ſibi inobeditntes & contumaces cum ſuper. bujuſmods 


ſine differentid per ſonarum ſimil; / end coerceantur, ſi hoc meruerit pro- 


er Statute of like Antiquity we read 


tervitas contumac tum. In another Statute 9 
thus; Item excommunioamus © excommunicatos denunciamus omnes 


> 


perturbatores parts Univerſitatis Cantabrigiæ, ac etiam omnes & ſin- 
gulos, privilegia libertates feu conſuetudines ejuſdem Uni ver ſitati ap. 
probatas © conſuetas. indebite & malitioſe. impugnantes, Sc. And a- 


gain; we find in the fame Body of Statutes, in what manner they are 


do be dealt with who obſtruct the Juriſdiction 3-  Judicis juriſdictionem 


impedientes excommunicentur. 
I will not trouble your Lordſhip with more Quorations from our Sta- 
rutes, which are full of this Matter: But ſince the Author of the Let- 


ter in St. James's Poſt, October 23. thinks fit to intimate, that there is 


„ % 907 Shar Tr tbr Power of os 
| grading; I beg leave to lay before Ao part of another Statute tull in 


this Point. The. Title of it is, Ne Cerici ad Forum laicale trabantur. 
The View of the Statute is to prevent and puniſh all Attempts in the 
Members of the Univerſity to decline the Univerſity Juriſdiction; it 
decrees therefore, that not only all whO actually proſecute others in 


other Courts, but likewiſe, that all who do alios in hac parte guo- 
modolibet vexare, ſhall ſtand: excommunicated, till they make full Sa- 
tisfaction: And they are to make Satisfaction in two reſpects, (which 
1 rather take notice of, becauſe, it ſhews the Ground of the Senate's In- 


tereſt in theſe Matters, ) to the Party vexatiouſly moleſted, and to the Uni- 
verſity cujus Juri (dickib fuerit uſurpata vel impedita : And it farther de- 


clares that every Offender of this kind be 2 quocunque actu & honore Do- 


Corali, Magifteriali, ſeu Scholaſtico, alienus habeatur ertuuc & excluſus. 


Upon this Foundation Your Lordſhip will be better able to judge of 
acquaints the Publick, that the original 
d bim as Regius Profeſſor; this is ſo far 


ue, that the Doctor wou d not have pretended, I believe, to this Fee 
if he had not taken himſelf to be Regius Profeſſor ; but then tis equal- 


Cauſe had relation to a Fee pai 


ly true, that this Fee cou'd nor be fo much as, clajmed by him as Re- 


% 


gius Profeſſor :. The King's Profeſſor has a Salary appointed him, and 

paid by Zrinity-Gollege, and has no manner of Claim or Pretence to any 
Fee whatever for any thing that he does or can do as Profeſſor. This 
Fact I, will venture to fay you may depend on: So may you on this 


other, that conſidering him. as Father of the Inceptors in Divinity (in 


which Capacity only he cou'd; pretend to any Fee) he had no Right to 


four Guineas or any Part of that Sum, by any Statute. or Cuſtom of the 
Univerſity, it was an arbitrary Demand, begun by himſelf, ſupported by 
Threats and Violence; and he might juſt as well have claimed ten Gui- 


neas as four; as he publickly declared indeed to the Vice-Chancellor 


in 
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in taking four, he won d inſiſt on ten, or there ſhou'd be no Doctor ig 
Diyinity created. It wou'd be too long a Story to tell Vour Lordihi 

now, upon what Grounds Dr. Beni iy calls himfelf „ or 
to fer forth by what violent Methods he ſeized the Chair; in oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe, who had the right of Election, and in direct conrad. 
ction to the Charter of Foundation, which excludes the Maſter of Tri- 
nity from being Profeſſor, for very good Reaſons ; and, among others, 
this is a very fubſtantial one, That the Charter conſtituting a Neg⁰ 

Profeſſor, appoints the Maſter of Trinity in” many cafes, to be the Pro- 
feſſor's Viſitor, in ſuch manner, that without him others, cbncerned as 


* 


Viſirors, can do nothing: Bur I ſhall paſs by this Matter, becauſe tis 
Ver probable, that the Doctor's. preſent Endeayours will render it ne- 
ceſſar ne 


* 


ary to open this whole Scene before a proper Authority: | 
Well then; ſuppoſe him to be Regins Profeſſor, 


About a Year agoe His Majeſty was pleaſed to Honour the Univerſi. 
ty with His Royal Preſence; and, according to ancicht Uſage in ſuch 
Cafes, the Univerſity had an extraordinary Commencement, and con- 
ferred Degrees in all Faculties, upon the Perſons named by His Majeſty. 
In Divinity there were many promoted to be Doctors; Who, accarding - 
to Cuſtom}, applied ro the Profeſſor, to be. Pfeſented and Created? 

Dr. Bentley, beſides the uſual (arid therefore ſtatutable) Fee for Preſent- 
ing and Creating, demanded of each Four Guineas; complaint of this 
was brought before the Vice-Chancellor and Heads; who were of opi- 
nion, that the Pröfeſſot had no ſuch Right. Upon this, Dr. Bentley 
| (ſuppoſing there could be tiothing done without him) declares, none of 

the Doctors ſhou'd, Commence; that the Vice-Chancellor or Heads 
ſliou'd not judge of his Demand; and that if any queſtioned his Right 
to Four Guineas, he wou'd inſiſt on Ten. Here then was at firſt ſetting 
out a Renunciation of the Univerſity Juriſdiction, in a Cauſe, which in 
every view, was ſubject to their Juriſdiction, and ts theirs only. Many 
of the new Doctors, who had N home, conſidering, that to 
go home and to come again, when this Demand thou'd be determined, 
for their Degrees, wou'd be a Loſs greater than Four Guineas, complied, 
and were Preſented and Created; and others, that they might nor loſe 
their Seniority, complied likewiſe; tho they did it with difficulty: and 
therefore Dr. Bentley, going on to refuſe Submiſſion to the Univerſity, 
gave promiſſory Notes to ſome of them to return their Money, if ever 
the Cauſe thou'd be determined againſt him by the King or his Secreta- 


| ries. I am not ſure that] am exact in the Form, for I have not ſeen a- 


vy of theſe Notes; but that they excluded the Univerſity Juriſdiction, 
I am ſure from all Accounts. Now this was ſuch an Overt Act of that 
Crime, which our Statutes declare puniſhable with the greateſt Severity: 
that I think it had been, together with his Speeches and Declarations to 
the ſame effect, in the Senate-Houle before the whole Univerfiry, a ſuf. 
ficient Ground to have proceeded againſt him. And' had the Offence 
been then laid hold on, and the Puniſhment fince inflicted by the Senate, 
been at that time decreed againſt him, the Univerſity wou'd have been 
fo juſtifiable in their Proceedings, that the DoQtor muſt have torn our 
Conſtitution up by the Roots, before he cou d have had any Redreſs, but 
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from a proper Behaviour and Submiſſion on his own part. That he was 
not proceeded againſt, I do, for my ſelf, verily believe, ro be owing = 
to a Tenderneſs in the Goyernours of the Univerſity, who were unwil- 


ling that any Diſpute ſhou'd ariſe, from the happy Occaſion of His Ma- 
jeſty's Preſence among us, they foreſaw (what Experience has now con- 


_ firmed) that every thing of this kind wou'd be charged as a Mark of Diſ- 
affection; they knew how certainly ſome wow'd make the Charge, and 


how eaſily others wou'd receive it. They far down: therefore with a 


4 


Tameneſs, of which I deſie the Doctor and his Friends, to give a like 


» 


Inſtance ſince the Foundation of the Univerſity. 


X 1 Þ e ; Tk 50 | | 5 K AT 2 * ' 
But nothing being done in Conſequence of Dr. Bentley's promiſory 


Notes, and there being no likelihood of a Determination from the 


Court; where (by all I can learn) there was no Inclination to take hold 
of a Caufe fo peculiarly under the Juriſdiction of the Univerſity; ſome 


of the Sufferers began to complain, and Dr. Middleton many Monthis' 
ago declar'd, that if he had not his four Guineas return'd, he wou'd 
commence a Suit againſt the Doctor in the Vice-Chancellor's Court. 
The Letter in the St. ame s Poſt October 18, charges our Vice- 
Chancellor with beirig in the Concert to bring Diſgface on Dr. Bent. 


ley, /and as having the chief Hand in this Deſign: A Suggeſtion ſo un- 


worthy, and (as I believe) ſo falſe,” that nothing can execed it, and tlie 


Doctor bimſelf, if he pleaſes, is beſt able to juſtify the Vice-Chancellor. . 


The Vice-Chancellor's Proceedings ſhew the quite contrary to- what is 
charg'd on him; Dr. Middleton apply'd ro him for a-Decree many 
Weeks, (I think Months) before he cou'd obtain one: In the meart 
while, the Vice-Chancellor apply'd to Dr. Bentley, and not once or 
twice, but often. deſir d him to put an end to this Cauſe, and not to 


permit it to come to a publick Hearing; and he had fo far prevail'd on him 


once, that (as Dr. Bentley's Friends here aver) he ſent the four Guineas 
to the Vice: Chancellor to be diſpos'd of as he thought fit: But the 


Vice-Chancellor. not being at Home, all went back again: Aud where 


as it is ſuggeſted. that the. Vice-Chancellor ſaid, That if ever Dr. Bent: 
| ley's Caſe came before him, he word condemn him; I have reaſon to 
ſuſpect that this muſt ariſe from what the Vice-Chancellor ſaid to the 
Doctor himſelf in Friendſhip; when he prels'd bim to make up the 
_ Cauſe: And if it does, it is a fad inſtance of the Effects of Paſſion. 


ut at laſt the Vice-Chancellor told Dr. Bentley plaioly; that he cou'd 


not in juſtice any longer deny a Decree, and that if he was reſolved to 


do nothing himſelf, he wou'd grant one: Then Dr. Bentley threw in 
his way the. Objection from the neceſſary Concurrence of Nine Heads 
to grant an Arreſt againſt any Doctor, or Head of a College: Upon this 
the Vice-Chancellor calls a Meeting of the Heads, the Objection is pro- 
Poon and conſider'd, the Statute. examin'd ;. and they declare that they 
lee no ground for ſuch a Privilege in Caſes of this nature; and to pre- 
vent any ſuch Pretence to the obſtruction of common Juſtice, they de- 


clare themſelves ready to give Authority (if it was wanted) to grant 


ſuch a Decree: This was afterwards put into Form and ſign'd by nine 
Heads. This. Objection being over, the Vice- Chancellor, that he might 
be wanting in uo Reſpect. or even in Civility to Dr. Bentley; he wrote 
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him a Letter to acquaint him with what was dene, and. to deſite him: 


once more to conſider whether he wWoud end this Cauſe himſelf before 
a Decree iſſu'd: In anſwer to this Letter. Dr. Bentley comes to the Vice-! 

Chancellor, expoſtulates with him in very high Terms, and among may 
other very indecent Expreſſions, told him at his own Houle, That be twou'd. 
not be judg d by him and his Friends over a Bottle, meaning the Heads 
who had been in a Conſultation with the Vice-Chancellor upon his Affair. 
So that whilſt he thought nine Heads cou'd not be had (many being 
out of Town) to join with the Vice-Chancellor, fo long their Authori- 
ry was neceſſary, but after they had join d, their Authority was no- 
thing, they were the Vice. Chancellor's Bottlèe Friends, and. he wou'd 
ſubmit to none of them. This appears to me aſter the beſt Enquiry I 
can make, to be a juſt, and true Account of our .V ice- Chancellor's Con- 
duct in this Affair to the time of granting, the Decree; and I refer it 
to Your Lordſhip, or even to any, Man of common Reaſon: to judge 

whether here is any thing that looks like a Man acting in concert to 
bring Diſgrace on Dr. Bentley. | % 3811 in 


But to go on; After this Ulage, and after all hopes of Dr. Bentley's 
doing any thing to put an end to the Cauſe were over, the Vice-Chan- 


cellor granted his Decree ; and it was put into the Hands of the Beadle,> 


who is the proper Officer to ſerve it on ſuch Occaſtons. What Dr. 
Bentley's Behaviour was when he was ſerved with the Decree! of the 
Vice-Chancellor, Your Lordſhip ſhall have in the Words of the Beadle's 
Depoſition which he deliver d upon Oath ng 


The BEADLES's Depoſition. 


es 


c 


told him I had Orders from Mr: Vice-Chancellor to arreſt 
him at the Suit of Dr. Middleton; he asked me why I came ſo late, 
that he had expected me all the Afternoon, deſigning to write by the 
Poſt to the King about it; I told him I brought it ſoon after J re- 
ceived it. Well, ſaid he, tis illegal and unſtatutable, and I will not 
obey it; let me ſee your Arreſt, are there nine Heads to it? I told 
him I could not part with it becauſe it was my Authority: Well, 
ſaid he, you ſhall have it again, only let me peruſe it; then be took 
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cc 


than he would any common Doctor of the Town, that the Vice- 
« Chancellor was not his Judge, and that he ſhould find, the King a- 
lone was his Judge, as he was his Regrns Profeſſor ; that the Vice- 
Chancellor ſhould not think that he would be concluded by what he 
and four or five of his Friends determin'd againſt him over a Bottle, 


CY: 
cc 
(0 


cc 


Court the ſame thing, and that if he gave Bail or went to Priſon he 
ſatisfy'd the Law; I told him, I thought that was only in part, and 


cc 


cc 


but that he wou'd give it me whenever J call'd for it, or wanted ir, 
and fo we parted. „ 


« The 


4 


N Teſdey the 23% of September, 1 waited on Dr. Bentley, and 


it, and ſaid it ſignify'd nothing, becauſe there was not the Conſent 
of nine Heads; and added, that the Vice-Chancellor us'd him worſe 


that they acted fooliſhly, calling an Arreſt, and a Summons'to his 


then ask'd him for my Arreſt; he ſaid, I might leave it with him, 


The next Day in the Morning I went and demanded it of him, he 
_ +, faid- he had farther occaſion for it; and could not part with it; I rold 


him he broke his Word and Promiſe with me, and preſs'd him to re- 


, ſtore it: Well, well, ſaid he; you ſhall come to no Damage by it; and 
he added, that he would give it me when Friday was over; I ſaid, 
be dealt uncivilly by me, and would put me upon Difficulties ; but 
he abſolutely refus d to do it, and fo I went off; and going to the 
Vice- Chancellor, told him what Uſage I had mer with; he told me 


* 


++ I muſt ger another Decree; which I did from Mr. Cooke of Magda- 


lens, but when I went with it to Dr. Bentley's he wou'd not ſee 
me, and I was refus'd admittance. - 0 


* On Thur ſday September the 25, about two of the Clock, Mr. Simp ſon 
„ and I went together to Dr. Bentiey's, into the Room where they dine, 
„ the Company was juſt gone out, and after a little time Mr. imp ſon 
left me, and went to the Vice-Chancellor's; not long after Dr. Aſhen- 
« Hur ſt, Mr. Liſie, and Mr. MWitton came in to me, Mr. Liſle ask'd me 
„what Authority I had to ſtay in another Man's Houſe againſt the 
«« Mafter's Leave; I ſaid, I was not to give him an Account : He ſaid, 
* he beliey'd I con'd not juſtify it; I then ask'd him, why he did not 


turn me out; well, ſaid he, if you want your Arreſt, 1 will give it 


+ «© you, and have Orders to tell you, you ſhall come to no Damage ſo 
far as a Hundred Pounds go; I faid, if Dr. Bentley wou'd give it me 
+ I would thank him, but wou'd receive it from no other Hand; they 
“ ſtay'd ſome time longer with me, and then going out, Dr. Aſhen- 


% hurſt ſaid, well, Mr. Beadle; if you wou'r go out of the Room, III 


« lock you in, which he did, but ſoon after return'd and open'd it; 
*« a while after this, the Maſter's Servant came in and deſir'd I would 
go away; I told him, I had Orders to ſtay longer; on which he ſaid 
- was commanded to lock rhe Door, and the Doors on both fides 
of the Room were lock'd upon me for two Hours at the leaſt; after 
fix of the Clock I knock'd, and the Door was apen'd to me, not long 
after which Mr. imp ſon came and call'd me away. 5 
ICC 1 
Upon Saturday, September the 27 at Night, I went again to 
Ar. Bentliy's Mr. Mitton came out and ask'd my Buſineſs; I told 
him, I came to ſpeak with Dr. Bentley from the Vice. Chancellor; 
he came out again and ſaid the Doctor was buſie, and had nothing 
to ſay to me; I told him, I wanted my Decree, he came out the 
third time and brought it in his Hand; I faid, I would not receive 
& jt; but from the Doctor himſelf as he had promis'd; he ſaid, the Do- 
*« tor; knew I came to compleat the Arreſt, and would not then be 
*© ſeen by me, and tliat I muſt not think he wou'd be arreſted when J 
e pleaſe, but that three or four Days hence perhaps he would conſent 
vert io r l Df 5 b. eee Edward Clarke, 


Y3LES! 


dera Furam'to ei delat per me Robertum Grove, cui Dm" 
- ©; - 12 Procanc, Poteſtat dedit Furam'tum in hdc parte deferend' 
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. * Your Lordſhip will obſerve that Dr. Bentley peremptòrily pronoutices 

the Vice-Chancellor's Decree, to be illegal and unſiatutable; and de- 

Clares, that he will not obey it; adding, that the Vice. Chancellor was 

not HIS Fudge; which is follow'd with a A Threatning to the 
Vice-Chancellor, and that he ſhall find So ſure did he niake himſelf 
| from the beginning that he ſhould be ſupported in his Diſobedience to 
the Juriſdiction of the Univerſity : Tho' I aſſure Your Lordſhip we do 
not in this Place conclude from theſe big Words that the Doctor had any 
Encouragement from his and our Superiors to treat the Judge and Juriſ- 

3 diction of our Courts in the manner he has done. But this is not all, 

he once more renounces Obedience to the Vice-Chancellor in Terms 
of great Reproach to him and the Heads; The Vice- Chancellor muſt 

not think that he wou'd be concluded by what He and four or five of 
his Friends determined againſt him over a Bottle. Pray conſidet 
this Expreſſion ; the Circumſtance here added of their ng over 4 
Botile is very indecent and rude ; but the great Contempt and Indig- 
nity lies in the Suggeſtion, that the Vice-Chancellor and Heads had de- 
tei mined againſt him, even before the Decree for his Appearence was 
| ſerved on him. How wou'd this be endured in the Caſe of any other 
Judge? What muſt become of a Man, who ſhou'd affirm of any other 
of the King's Judges, that they came determined againſt a certain Man 
before his Cauſe was heard? If this in the preſent Caſe can be: juſtified, 

or even excuſed, then is the Univerſity. unfortunate indeed, ſince of all 
the Courts in the Kingdom hers is the only one that may be ſafety de- 
ſpiſed, contemned, and trampled on; her Judge the only one whofe 
Office ought not to skreen him from Contempt and reproachful Cen- 

| ſure. But why do I expoſtalate ? Surely there is not a Man of Senſe in 

the Kingdom who will vindicate ſuch Behaviour. 


f ß v ESR 
Ihe next thing obſervable in the Depoſition is, that Dr. Bentley got 
the Decree from the Beadle, under-Pretence' of reading, aud upon Pro- 
miſe of returning it again, and then put it in his Pocket, and abſolute- 
ly refuſed to deliver it back: And when the Beadle. appear d concerned 
that he had ſo unwarily parted with the Decree, being conſcious that he 
ſhou'd give but an ill Account of himſelf ro the Vice-Chancellor, the 
Doctor encourages him to deſpiſe the Vice-Chancellor, and tells him he 
hall come to no damage; which was not ſaid by chance, for afterwards 
on another Occaſion he had the lame Encouragement from the Doctor 
delivered in a Meſſage by Mr. Liſie, who acquainted him, that he had 
Orders to tell him, that he ſhou'd come to no damage as far as an 
100 l. went, So that firſt the Doctor by a very unfair Art (to ſay no 
worſe) gets the Decree into his Poſſeſſion; then trys to corrupt the 
Officer, and to encourage him in not doing his Duty, by a Promiſe to 
bear him harmleſs, and names how far he wou'd go, to an 1004. Vour 
Lordſhip is better acquainted with our Laws and the Practice of them, 
than I pretend to be; and pray, my Lord, what Name wou'd any other 
Court give to ſuch tampering with one of their Officers? What wou'd 

| my Lord Chief Juſtice ſay to one who ſhould get his Warrant out of 
| the Officer's Hands, and then to eaſe the Officer for his Negligence pro- 
miſe to ſupport him againſt the King's Bench ? 1 ſuppoſe that in common 
Law this would be reckoned a great Contempt, in common Senſe I am 


fare tis ſo, o Hirherto 
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Hitherto the B 


* eadle was not ill uſed in his Perſon; but when it ap- 
8 8 that he was not manageable, but that he perſiſted in demanding 
the 


Decree; then a new Scene opens; inſtead of good Words and Pro- 


miſes of an 1004. to ſecure him from Damage, he is made a Priſoner and 


lock d up. The firſt who turned the Key upon him was Dr. Afpenhurſt, 


tho'T ſuppoſe it is not his ordinary Buſineſs to lock up the Lodge: Soon 
after he returns and opens the Door; ſoon after which a Servant of the 
Maſter comes and locks the Door again. I take it for granted now the 
Defence for all this, is to be; that any Man may lock his own Doors, 
or may order his Servant to do it; tho' the true Deſign was to im- 


_ the. Officer of the Court, and nothing elſe was thought of when 


Dr. Aſhenhurſt locked the Door; bur when that was done they began 
perhaps to conſider how to juſtify it; in order to which it was thought, 
1 preſume, more proper that a Servant of the Maſter's ſhould ſhut the 


Doors upon the Officer; for he wou'd act a natural Part in ſhutting up 


bis Maſter's Houſe : Dr. Aſhenhurſt therefore comes to unlock the 
Door; a Servant ſoon follows to lock it again: But will ſuch a thin 
Diſguiſe cover an Action of this Nature, when all the Circumſtances ſo 
plainly ſpeak the true Senſe and Meaning of it? | 


| Your Lordſhip has obſery'd in the Beadle's Depoſition, that a ſecond 


Decree was granted by the Vice-Chancellor, in order to bring the Do- 


. Qtor into Judgment, upon his having poſleſs'd himſelf of the firſt; I am 


therefore to give Your Lordſhip an account what became of it. Mr. 


| Clarke the Beadle attended ſeveral times to ſerve it, and what Uſage he 
met with you have ſeen in his own Words; it was afterwards put 
into the Hands of another of our Univerſity Beadles, who ſery'd it on 


the Doctor, upon which he gaye Bail for his Appearance And this 


= 


 Circuiftance is infiſted on in behalF of the Doctor as a cure for all that. 


paſſed before, as that which made him rectus in Curid, and wiped a- 
way all the Contempt ſhewn to the Juriſdiction and Judge, of the Uni- 
verſity, and all the Violence and Vexation offer'd to the Officer of the 
Court in the Diſcharge of his Duty. But, My Lord, if it ſhall be made 


evident to you, that, notwithſtanding the Doctor put in Bail for his 
Appearance, yet he did not appear at the Court Day, this Circum- 


ance, I ſuppoſe, will paſs for an Aggravation, and not for an Excuſe 


or Juſtication of his Offence. The Truth is, that Mr. Life, (one of 


the Proctors of our Court) now affirms, that he was order'd by Dr. 


Bentley to appear for him, and was in Court for that purpoſe; and for 
any thing that I know certaznly to the contrary, he might inform the 


Court of it: Be that as it will; yet this was no Appearance. Our Sta- 


tute is very expreſs that no Man can appear in our Court by his Pro- 


ctor, who does not firſt appear in Perſon, (unleſs it be in caſe of Sick- 


neſs) and deſire the Judge to aſſign him a Proctor, and it is to be pre. 


ſum d, that Dr. Bentley, who has himſelf been Judge of this Court (cho 
think he hardly ever came at 12 at leaſt tis certain that Mr. Liſe who 
has practis'd as a Proctor of the 


rant of this Mattei: But I ſhall have occaſion to mention this. Circum- 


tance again, when I have the Honour to inform Your Lordſhip of the 
Proceedings of the Vice-Chancellor and the Univerſity: | 


It will rake'up a little time to tranſcribe the Paſſages from our Statutes, | 
which muſt neceſſarily be ſent to enable you to Judge in this Affair. But I 


hope within a Poſt or two to give Your Lordſhip a ſatisfactory Account. 


In 


-ourt near four Years cou d not be igno- 
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in the mean time; cannot belp cxprefMing my Tndienationies üb, 
+ at ſecing the rude Manner) in which: His Grace the'Duke: of Shares, 3 
+ our Chancellor, is treated: When che Docter informs the World pubi : 
6  fickly, that there is a Report that His Graves to act a Fart Ene, (as . 1 
we are told) His Honour und Dignity, tis a poor Salvo to add that HT 
5 does not g7ve credit to it. And whets, in His Zeal to charge lie Viees 
Chancellor, he ſets him forth as attempting to involve His:Grace in thoſe 7+ 
ne Difficulties which his Violence hug brought pon Bimſol 1 1 be ſews. „ 
3 what an' Opinion he has of His Graces Abilities; who, Eaſſure Your | 
L ordſhip, is too well &y9Wn; and too much eſteemed here, for ivy Vice” ... 5 
Chancellor to dare to adempt to involve Him in any Action. beveatrh 
His Honour and Dignity : And in this particular Cafe, He has actett: 
a Part fo ſuitable to His Own and the Unzver/ities Honour, that this fo 
Place will ever retain Sentiments of the "higheſt * towards Him. 


: But indeed, che Doctor pays as little reſpect to his now Pauron as be 
: 068 to his old ones, when he endeavours to inſinuate his Cauſe into 
5 their Favour, by telling them; that if fach a PO wER BE ALL OWD, as 
| has been executed in his Caſe, it will enable a Vice-Chancellor 75 Lifton 
Lage all Opinions that do not ſuit with his Scheme. What Opinions 
EINE the Vice-Chancellor has Power to reſtrain and diſcourage, Your Lord. 3 
iumip ſhall have in the Words of our Statute. Prohibemus ne ghifynanm 2 OY 
1s convione aliqud, in loco communi traltando, in leftionibns Publicis, 3 
eu aliter publice infra Univerſitatem not ram, guicg dais Goccut, rr by 5 5 1 
Het, vel deferidat Huh Religionem, ſel Yea (my ae n & 1 
3 Noſero publica uutforitate'reeepta 
2 em e 'anttorita 5 3 jp 
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1 ation is ſo opprobrious to the honourable Perſonis, whom be and His Ffend? 
„ href tlie a: name as the Eſpouſers of his Cauſe; that I Hall not e 
WE 5 Xy 2 FM t for Tar of making my ſelf a Sharer uy the Crime of the Authiot. , . 2 | a 
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BB Dur what Your Lordſhip infos me of is Rill more Kprizing, 1 ako.” 


1 55 Hh is making Application to the King and Countil in his Cabſe. Mow 
I, it poſſiblè? Can it enter even into Dr. Bentley s Head to appeal to 
3 that very Board to protect him in his Contempt of the "Univerſity Au- 
Bf  thority, where there has been an Appeal lodged for any Months 4- 
l  gainſt Himſelf, for his great Abuſe of Authority in Trinity. College - 
Does the Doctor think that Honourable Board has Eeiſute to attend to 
e Complaint, which, according to his own Accoutit, can relate only 
E ttsdihe legal Methods of our Proceeding; the Caule it ſelf being ſuch ; 
(„that I dare venture to 4 he will not appeal to > Kt Courc upon che 
© Merits of i It 
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7 am, 500 Lord, Ac. 
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